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division, and this great line of cavalry, followed by others,
poured in successive waves up the slope.

The Eussian cavalry, going down before the shock, were
driven back upon their infantry. Murat's portion of the line
was met by fresh cavalry, and again compelled to retire:
d'Hautpoult's heavier horses and men broke through every-
thing. As the Eussian horsemen scattered to the right and
left of him, they were charged in flank by fresh lines of
cuirassiers, and cut to pieces. D'Hautpoult, reckless of grape,
of infantry fire, and the bayonet, fired by the praise he had
received from the Emperor for his action at Hof, burst
through the line of guns, sabring the gunners, or forcing them
to seek shelter under their pieces. On rode the cuirassiers
through the first line of infantry where one battalion, striving
to resist by force this line of steel-clad warriors, was ridden
over by them. Through the 2nd line they forced their
way. It was only when they had reached the reserves,
standing with their backs to the Anklappen woods, that the
charge had expended its force, after passing over 2500 yards.*

Bessieres, following with the Guard cavalry, the chasseurs
in 1st line, and joined by Grouchy, who had been checked
by the Eussian 2nd line when d'Hautpoult passed through
it, fell upon the Eussians, as they began to reform behind the
cuirassiers, again carrying death into their ranks. Joined by
the 5th cuirassier regiment and the mounted grenadiers, this
second wave of cavalry again broke through the two Eussian
lines before it lost its force. The men and horses, exhausted
and breathless from their long gallop and the tremendous exer-
tions of the fight, were surrounded by the Eussian cavalry,
infantry, and cossacks reassembling after their defeat. Twice
broken, the Eussian lines had, with indomitable courage, twice
re-formed behind the intruding cavalry.f The French had to

* Grouchy's report, Areh. Hist

f Jomini remarks that the retirement was as difficult as the advance, for the
Russian troops re-formed, facing to their rear, hehind the French cavalry (Vie
de Napoleon, ii. 361).